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Theological Education. The Fact Book on Theological Education has been published since 1969. 
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Education Accreditation for the accreditation of graduate professional theological schools. The Association began in 1918 
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quality, and in 1938 established a list of accredited schools. During the 1996-97 academic year the ATS membership 
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freestanding seminaries. Together, these schools reflect a broad spectrum of denominational, ecclesiastical, and theological 
perspectives in North America. 
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INTRODUCTION 



The Fact Book on Theological Education for the 1996-1997 academic year is the product of the dedicated efforts of many 
people. The 232 member schools of the Association contribute the institutional data by completing an extensive set of 
Annual Report Forms that are necessary for this publication. ATS staff members review the responses from the schools, 
enter data not provided in electronic form, and carefully review the data for accuracy and consistency. The ATS database 
is managed by Deena Malone, and Mary McMillan produces the Fact Book in its final format for publication. The Fact 
Book was edited this year by Jonathan Strom and Daniel Aleshire. Jonathan Strom was appointed to the ATS staff in 1996 
and brought computing and analytical skills that have proved invaluable in the interpretation of the Fact Book data. Daniel 
Aleshire, Associate Executive Director of ATS, provides administrative oversight of the ATS Data Center and is 
responsible for the production of the Fact Book. 

The 1996-97 Fact Book generally reflects prior years’ editions; however, it contains several substantive changes. First, the 
Association adopted new accrediting standards in June 1996 that recategorized the degrees offered by member schools. 
These new categories required major changes in the statistical tables in the Fact Book and the procedures used in the 
database to compute across-year comparisons. 

Second, the 1996-97 Annual Report Forms were revised to accommodate changes in accounting rules for schools in the 
United States mandated by the Financial Accounting Standards Board (FASB). These accounting revisions change the 
ways in which U.S. schools are required to account for funds that previously had been reported as “endowment” and now 
are reported as funds that are permanently restricted, temporarily restricted, or unrestricted. Several tables in Chapter Four 
have been significantly affected by these changes. Another FASB-mandated change requires U.S. schools to report as 
earnings both the dividends and growth in value of all invested assets. This change alters the amount that schools — 
particularly schools with large endowments — report as revenue. The Fact Book previously published several tables that 
displayed income in terms of percentages by source. The revised FASB standards result in such dramatic shifts in reported 
income that they distort the analysis intended by some Fact Book tables; as a result, those tables have not been published 
this year. 

Third, during the 1996-97 academic year, ATS made significant changes in the Annual Report Form JFact Book database. 
These changes are not readily evident in the Fact Book, but they reflect extensive technical and programming changes that 
enhance the accuracy and reliability of the data in this publication. This year, ATS completed four years of development of 
its database with funding provided by Lilly Endowment Inc. The Association acknowledges with gratitude the significant 
contribution to the understanding of institutional realities and trends in theological education that this support has made 
possible. 



James L. Waits 
Executive Director 
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ATS Approved Degree Programs 

The ATS Commission on Accrediting approves degree programs as reflected in the five categories below. 



Programs Oriented 


Toward Basic Ministerial Leadership (M.Div. 


M.Div. 


Master of Divinity 


Programs Oriented 


Toward Basic Ministerial Leadership ( Non M, 


M.R.E. 


Master in Religious Education 


M.C.M. 


Master in Church Music 


M.A.R.E. 


Master of Arts in Religious Education 


M.A. in 


Master of Arts in [specialized ministry] 


M.C.E. 


Master of Christian Education 


M.P.S. 


Master of Pastoral Studies 


M.S.M. 


Master of Sacred Music 


Basic Programs Oriented Toward General Theological Studies 


M.A. 


Master of Arts 


M.A.R. 


Master of Arts in Religion 


M.A.R.S. 


Master of Arts (Religious Studies) 


M.T.S. 


Master of Theological Studies 


M.A.T.S. 


Master of Arts (Theological Studies) 


Programs Oriented Toward Advanced Ministerial Leadership 


D.Min. 


Doctor of Ministry 


D.Miss. 


Doctor of Missiology 


Ed.D. 


Doctor of Education 


S.M.D. 


Doctor of Sacred Music 


D.M.A. 


Doctor of Musical Arts 


D.C.M. 


Doctor of Church Music 



Programs Primarily Oriented Toward Advanced Theological Research and Teaching 



S.T.M. 


Master of Sacred Theology 


Th.M. 


Master of Theology 


M.Th. 


Master of Theology 


Th.D. 


Doctor of Theology 


S.T.D. 


Doctor of Sacred Theology 


Ph.D. 


Doctor of Philosophy 
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Full-time Equivalency Computation 



Information on enrollment is reported according to Head Count (the total number of students enrolled) and full-time equivalency 
(FTE). The latter is calculated by ATS in the following two ways: 

With the exception of the D.Min. program, the FTE equals the Head Count (HC) for all doctoral programs. The FTE 
for D.Min. programs is calculated at one-third of Head Count. 

For all master-level programs FTE is computed in the following manner: 

Divide the total number of credits required for the degree by the number of semesters or quarters prescribed for degree 
duration to determine the average academic load. The total of credit hours taken by all students in a given degree 
program in a semester or quarter is divided by the average academic load. For Example: An M.Div. degree requires 
90 semester hours, and the school considers the degree to be typically six semesters. The average academic load would 
be 90 divided by 6, or 15 hours per semester. If all M.Div. students complete a total of 600 hours for the semester, and 
the average academic load is 15, then the FTE would be 600 divided by 15, or 40 students. 

Racial/Ethnic Categories 

ATS uses the racial/ethnic categories as defined by IPEDS. The definitions are as follows: 

Non-resident alien: A person who is not a citizen or national of the United States or Canada and who is in the country on 
a visa or temporary basis and does not have the right to remain indefinitely. 

Black, non-Hispanic: A person having origins in any of the black racial groups of Africa (except those of Hispanic origin). 

American Indian or Alaskan Native: A person having origins in any of the original peoples of North America who maintains 
cultural identification through tribal affiliation or community recognition. 

Asian or Pacific Islander: A person having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East, Southeast Asia, the Indian 
Subcontinent, or Pacific Islands. This includes people from China, Japan, Korea, the Philippine Islands, American Samoa, 
India, and Vietnam. 

Hispanic: A person of Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or other Spanish culture or origin, 
regardless of race. 

White, non-Hispanic: A person having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, North Africa, or the Middle East 
(except those of Hispanic origin). 

Race/Ethnicity Unknown or Unavailable: A person whose race or ethnic identity is either unknown or information about 
that person is unavailable. 

Comparing Data Over Time 

The methods by which the data have been computed have changed in some cases over those in previous Fact Books. The 
number of member institutions has changed every even-numbered year since 1988, and some degree programs have been 
reclassified. In particular, changes in FASB reporting requirements for 1996 have resulted in financial data that often differ 
substantially from previously reported figures. All these changes make over-time comparisons with earlier editions potentially 
less meaningful. A number of tables in the 1 996-97 Fact Book report data over a three- to five-year period, and these tables 
have accounted for these variables. Comparisons over time within these tables are altogether appropriate. 
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CHAPTER 1 

INSTITUTIONAL CHARACTERISTICS 



HIGHLIGHTS 



In 1996-97, the typical ATS institution had an enrollment of 1 80 students, 9 full-time faculty 
members, a library with slightly more than 1 1 1,000 volumes, long-term investment of $5.6 
million, an annual operating budget of $2.6 million, and M.Div. tuition of $5950. 

More than half of all students at ATS member schools attend one of 35 institutions with 
enrollments larger than 500 students. 
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TOTAL NUMBER OF MEMBER SCHOOLS BY MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY AND NATION 



Membership Status 


1987 


1992 


1995 


1996 


Accredited 


United States 


157 


165 


168 


171 


Canada 


19 


24 


24 


25 


Total 


176 


189 


192 


196 


Candidate for Accreditation 


United States 


4 


7 


10 


9 


Canada 


3 


0 


3 


4 


Total 


7 


7 


13 


13 


Associate 


United States 


14 


17 


12 


17 


Canada 


3 


8 


7 


7 


Total 


17 


25 


19 


24 


Totals 


United States 


175 


189 


190 


197 


Canada 


25 


32 


34 


36 


All Schools 


200 


221 


224 


233 



ATS maintains three membership categories: accredited, candidate for accreditation, and associate. The figures in this table 
reflect the membership status current at the end of each calendar year. Descriptions of each category and the criteria for 
membership are listed in Bulletin 42 , Part 1 , Constitution and Dues Structure, Article IV, and Bulletin 42 , Part 3, Procedures, 
Standards, and Criteria for Membership. 

The following schools were admitted into their respective categories in the last calendar year. 

Accredited : Beeson Divinity School of Samford University, Biblical Theological Seminary, Multnomah Biblical Seminary, 
St. Andrew's College 

Candidate for Accreditation: Briercrest Biblical Seminary, Concordia Lutheran Seminary, Gonzaga University Department 
of Religious Studies, Western (Conservative Baptist) Seminary 

Associate: Abilene Christian University Department of Graduate Bible and Ministry, Canadian Southern Baptist Seminary, 
Chapman School of Religious Studies of Oakland City University, Gardner- Webb University School of Divinity, Grand 
Rapids Baptist Seminary, Knox Theological Seminary, Phoenix Seminary, Prairie Graduate School, South Florida Center 
for Theological Studies 

One ATS associate institution withdrew from membership in 1996: Liberty Baptist Theological Seminary. 
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TABLE 1.2 



Table 1 .2, Significant Institutional Characteristics of Each Member School 1996-97 , follows and contains the most recent 
data on selected institutional characteristics of each member school. Dashes indicate that the school did not report data in 
that category. The column headings in the table are defined below. 

Status — The Association maintains three classes of membership: accredited ( Accred.), candidate for accreditation (Cand.), 
and associate (Assoc.). Criteria for membership are listed in Bulletin 42 , Part 3, Procedures, Standards, and Criteria for 
Membership. Status is reported as of the end of 1996. 

I/U/C — Independent/University-Affiliated/College-Affiliated./rt^fependertf/This designation identifies schools of theol- 
ogy that are freestanding higher education institutions. While independent schools may have consortial relationships with 
colleges or universities, they are not controlled by or subsumed within the formal governance structure of a college or 
university. University- Affiliated: This designation identifies schools of theology that are integral parts of larger teaching or 
research universities with multiple professional schools and graduate programs, typically offering research doctorates in 
more than one area. College- Affiliated:!^ designation identifies schools of theology that are integrally related to four-year 
undergraduate comprehensive colleges that have limited graduate or professional programs other than the theological 
school. 

Race — Each school identifies the predominant racial/ethnic identity of its enrol led students. For descriptions of categories, 
see the Introduction. 

Prov(ince)/St(ate) — The geographical location of each school is identified using postal code abbreviations. 

Church/Denom(ination) — Each school identifies its religious affiliation when it applies for membership. An explanation 
of the codes is found in the Appendix. Even though some schools are formally related to more than one denomination, only 
one denomination is listed in this table. The ATS Bulletin 42, Part 4, Directory and Membership List, lists all denominations 
for schools with more than one denominational affiliation. 

Expenditures — These data are expenditures for fiscal year 1 995-96. Canadian school data are reported in Canadian dollars; 
United States schools are reported in United States dollars. 

E&G — The figures reported as Total Educational and General Expenditures include: instruction and net academic support, 
research, public service, library, student services, admissions, institutional support, operation and maintenance of plant, 
mandatory transfers and debt repayments, and scholarships and fellowships. 

Total — Total Expenditures include E&G and expenditures classified as Auxiliary/Ancillary Enterprises which, in most 
ATS schools, typically include such items as student housing, meal service, and book store. 

Long-Term Investment — Investments held for long-term purposes in accordance with FASB No. 1 24. Replaces category 
of Endowment in previous Fact Books. Canadian schools report in Canadian dollars. United States schools report in United 
States dollars. 

Faculty — The data on faculty are for fall 1996. 

F.T. — Full-time faculty are individuals who receive a full salary and devote more than 50% of their time to teaching. 
F.T.E. — The full-time equivalency for faculty is derived by adding the number of full-time faculty and the equivalent 
of full-time teaching provided by part-time faculty . This latter figure is computed by dividing the total number of courses 
taught by all part-time faculty by the average teaching load of full-time faculty. 

Library Vol(ume)s — The total number of printed books, serials, and periodicals as of fall 1996. Library data reflect various 
library arrangements among member schools, and these are extensively footnoted in the table. 

Enrollment — The data report enrollment as of fall 1996. 

H.C. — Head count enrollment is the total number of students enrolled. 

F.T.E. — Computation of full-time equivalent enrollment varies by degree program and is described on page ix. 

Master of Divinity 

Tuition — Full-time tuition charges for the 1996-97 academic year. 

Fees — Other fees related to enrollment for the 1996-97 academic year. 
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TABLE 1.2 



SIGNIFICANT INSTITUTIONAL CHARACTERISTICS 



I Expenditures Long-term 



Name 


Status 


u 

c 


Pro v./ Church/ 
Race St. Denom. 


E&G Total 
($000) 


Investment 
($000 000) 


Abilene Christian University Dept, of Min. 


Assoc. 


u 


W 


TX 


CHUCHR 






1 


Acadia Divinity College 


Accred. 


U 


w 


NS 


UNBCAP 


1226 


1226 


4.7 


Alliance Theological Seminary 


Accred. 


c 


w 


NY 


CHMSAL 


2440 


2632 


1.0 


American Baptist Seminary of the West 


Accred. 


I 


B 


CA 


AMBCUS 


968 


1252 


4.5 


Anderson University School of Theology 


Accred. 


c 


W 


IN 


CGODAI 


1110 


1320 


0.2 


Andover Newton Theological School 


Accred. 


I 


w 


MA 


UNCHCH 


4931 


5595 


13.5 


Aquinas Institute of Theology 


Accred. 


I 


w 


MO 


RCTHUS 


1257 


1359 


0.9 


Asbury Theological Seminary 


Accred. 


I 


w 


KY 


INTERDEN 


10145 


13013 


88.5 


Ashland Theological Seminary 


Accred. 


u 


w 


OH 


BRCHAO 


2800 


3327 


4.9 


Assemblies of God Theological Seminary 


Accred. 


I 


w 


MO 


ASYGOD 


2369 


2683 


— 


Associated Canadian Theological Schools 


Cand. 


c 


w 


BC 


BPGNCF 


1010 


1010 


— 


Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary 


Accred. 


I 


w 


IN 


MENCHU 


2333 


2776 


6.9 


Athenaeum of Ohio 


Accred. 


I 


w 


OH 


RCTHUS 


2637 


2910 


— 


Atlantic School of Theology 


Accred. 


I 


w 


NS 


INTERDEN 


1659 


1915 


0.5 


Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary 


Accred. 


I 


w 


TX 


PRCHUS 


3899 


5134 


63.8 


Bangor Theological Seminary 


Accred. 


I 


w 


ME 


UNCHCH 


1862 


2136 


8.1 


Baptist Missionary Association Theo. Sem. 


Assoc. 


I 


w 


TX 


BPMSAA 


587 


678 


0.0 


Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond 


Assoc. 


I 


w 


VA 


CBPFEL 


1799 


2001 


1.3 


Beeson Divinity School 


Accred. 


u 


w 


AL 


INTERDEN 


2659 


3491 


33.8 


Berkeley Divinity School 2 


Accred. 


u 


w 


CT 


EPISCH 


— 


— 


— 


Bethany Theological Seminary 


Accred. 


I 


w 


IN 


CHBRET 


2084 


2104 


7.5 


Bethel Theological Seminary 


Accred. 


c 


w 


MN 


BPGNCF 


4450 


5370 


1.9 


Bexley Hall 3 


Accred. 


I 


w 


NY 


EPISCH 


— 


— 


— 


Biblical Theological Seminary 


Accred. 


I 


w 


PA 


INTERDEN 


1863 


2132 


0.4 


Boston University School of Theology 


Accred. 


u 


w 


MA 


UNMECH 


3125 


3125 


14.1 


Briercrest Biblical Seminary 


Cand. 


c 


w 


SK 


INTERDEN 


964 


1457 


0.1 


Brite Divinity School 


Accred. 


u 


w 


TX 


CHCHDC 


2501 


3981 


44.2 


Calvin Theological Seminary 


Accred. 


I 


w 


MI 


CHREFC 


3391 


3987 


6.2 


Canadian Southern Baptist Seminary 


Assoc. 


c 


w 


AB 


CCSBAPT 


689 


750 


0.4 


Canadian Theological Seminary 


Accred. 


c 


w 


SK 


CHMSAL 


1196 


1323 


— 


Candler School of Theology 


Accred. 


u 


w 


GA 


UNMECH 


19976 


26183 


203.3 


Capital Bible Seminary 


Cand. 


c 


w 


MD 


NDENOM 


— 


— 


— 


Catholic Theological Union 


Accred. 


I 


w 


IL 


RCTHUS 


3438 


3932 


2.3 


Catholic University of America Dept, of Theo. 


Accred. 


u 


w 


DC 


RCTHUS 


1467 


1857 


— 


Central Baptist Theological Seminary 


Accred. 


I 


w 


KS 


AMBCUS 


2033 


2120 


3.6 



1 Dashes indicate that no information was reported on the 1996 annual report form. In the case of Abilene Christian University, St. Mary’s Seminary 
and University School of Theology, and Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, dashes indicate the request that financial data not be 
published. 

2 Berkeley Divinity School is a part of Yale University Divinity School and does not report financial, faculty, library, or enrollment information. 

3 Bexley Hall is a part of Colgate Rochester Divinity School and does not report financial, faculty, library, or enrollment information. 
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